
v

CONTENTS

Acknowledgments vii

 1 Introduction: Why Leprosy? 1

 2 “Caminhando contra o vento” (Walking against the 
wind): Low-Income Living and Leprosy in Rio de Janeiro 29

 3 Dogs, Ditches, and Disease: Folk and Patient 
Explanatory Models of Leprosy 57

 4 The Medical Encounter: Seeking a Cure, 
Seeking Wellness 85

 5 Multiple Dimensions of Leprosy Stigma: 
Beyond Folk Models 132

 6 The Contemporary Experience of Leprosy: 
Five Narratives 149

 7 The Final Push?: Patient Agency, Poverty, and Politics 179

Appendix A: Interview Questions for Patients 203

Appendix B: Patient Profi les 209

Reference List 213

Index 223




